At Christmas and year-round,

=l | 'The Episcopal Church

\}/ welcomes you.

California dioceses, congregations
share historic, continuing mission

IT WAS ALONG California’s coast that common prayer in the Anglican tradition was first
observed in the Americas — in 1579 when Sir Francis Drake’s explorer ship made landfall
near Point Reyes just north of San Francisco. It is in this tradition that The Episcopal

Church was also born.

Soon after, in 1607, the keeping of Christmas — the “Christ Mass” — began in North
America’s first permanent English settlement, Jamestown. From that first congregation
developed The Episcopal Church, now active with 2.3 million members in more than

7,500 congregations in 110 dioceses in 16 nations and territories.

Then followed in 1849 the founding of The Episcopal Church’s “missionary diocese” of
California, continuing today in the Bay Area complemented by five additional dioceses
based in Sacramento, Fresno, Monterey, Los Angeles and San Diego through which some
175,000 parishioners are united in community outreach serving thousands of recipients of

much-needed food, shelter, medical care, and other social services annually.

Through these daily ministries, The Episcopal Church’s mission in California continues on
course despite recent headlines describing the decisions of some members to disaffiliate. As
at other times in history — such as following the Civil War and the end of slavery — The
Episcopal Church is emerging stronger for its insistence that all are welcome and full
participants in Christ’s body.

If this Christmas you are secking a faith community that welcomes diversity of opinion
and room for many voices building on more than four centuries of history, please consider

visiting an Episcopal Church congregation near you.

The Diocese of California

With its centennial celebration just completed, Grace Cathedral in San

Francisco is a spiritual center of the Diocese of California and its 84
congregations in the Bay Area, led by Bishop Marc Handley Andrus.

To find a parish, visit www.diocal.org, or www.gracecathedral.org.

The Diocese of San Joaquin

The Episcopal Church continues in Central California amid a current

- of Remain Episcopal (www.remainepiscopal.org) and Holy Family

Parish in Fresno (www.holyfamilychurchfresno.org).

== Resonating with the season of the Nativity, the Fresno parish’s name
recalls Mary and Joseph’s faithfulness in overcoming their challenges in welcoming the Christ
Child into the world. The Church’s historical tradition holds that Mary’s own parents,
Joachim and Anne, also responded uniquely to God’s call during their lifetimes. It is for

Joachim that California’s San Joaquin Valley and the local Episcopal diocese is named.

The Diocese of El Camino Real

Encompassing 55 congregations in California’s Central Coast and
Silicon Valley, the Diocese of El Camino Real has this past year
welcomed Bishop Mary Gray-Reeves, who has called the diocese to new

- collaboration and outreach (www.edecr.org).

The Diocese of Los Angeles

Tz W With 145 congregations in Los Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino, Santa
‘ Barbara, Ventura, and part of Riverside counties, the Diocese of Los
Angeles is led by Bishop J. Jon Bruno. The diocese is preparing to host
the churchwide General Convention in 2009 in Anaheim

(www.ladiocese.org).

The Diocese of San Diego

Mission and evangelism — and ongoing relief efforts from this fall’s
firestorms — are current priorities of the 51 congregations in the Diocese
of San Diego, which spans all of San Diego, Imperial, and the desert

communities of Riverside counties, and Yuma, Arizona. Bishop James

R. Mathes leads the diocese (www.edsd.org).

The Diocese of Northern California

A longstanding commitment to environmental care, the Millennium
Development Goals, and the eradication of global poverty mark the
ministries of the Diocese of Northern California, led by Bishop Barry
Beisner, based in Sacramento and including 68 congregations

(www.dncweb.org).

The Episcopal Church welcomes you.”

www.episcopalchurch.org
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